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Proponent may seek to enter into a 
Pre-lodgement Agreement with the 

Design Review session 3

Design Review session 2

Pre-lodgement Panel (PLP) meeting 2

Design Review session 1

Pre-Lodgement Panel (PLP) meeting 1

agencies meet to discuss project. 
ODASA Design Advisor to discuss 
Design Review process.
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Participants in 
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Proponent Team 

The Chair

It is important to have a highly-regarded 

of views and draw a coherent conclusion 
from each Design Review session. 

The Chair must have:

— A record of professional achievement 
that supports the delivery of Design 
Review

 — Strong critical and analytical thinking 

 — Skills to communicate in a respectful 
manner

 —
or clients who express strong or 

 —

summarise the panel discussion in a 
clear and concise manner.

The Panel

Panel Composition
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Other Participants

Other participants may include:

— Representatives from  

Special Panels

— Representatives of the local council 

— Representatives from Heritage 

— 







Leading up to 
Design Review



The steps leading up to the Design Review 
session include:

 Attend a Pre-lodgement Panel meeting, 

In this meeting, the ODASA Design Advisor

Design Review sessions.

 Complete and email the Project 
Information Form to the ODASA 

to
the panel prior to the Design Review
session.

 Attend a preview meeting with the 
ODASA Design Advisor 
This informal meeting occurs

Review session. The intent of the meeting 
is to review draft presentation materials 

 Submit three (3) digital images or 
drawings that capture the project being 
presented

elevations and/or perspective image.

USB, to the Design Advisor approximately

session. These images form part of the
prior

to the Design Review session.

 Deliver presentation material to 
ODASA

See
Presentation Material for detailed

Week Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

-1 Preview 
meeting and 
delivery of 

images

document 
issued to panel 

ODASA)

0 Delivery of 
presentation 
materials to 

midday

Design Review

1

2 Recommendations 
letter sent within 
ten (10) working 
days
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Essential Material Delivery of Material

Landscape format

Portrait format
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Presentation 
Material 

Ten 
Suggestions



and panel on key aspects of the project. In 
order to get the most out of Design Review, 

address the following aspects:

1. Context analysis and site plans

the immediate development context,
identifying and explaining the key 

analyses the immediate surroundings
and maps potential constraints relating
to overlooking, overshadowing, view

and transport networks, streetscape,
landscape and policy provisions.

Diagrams of the contextual analysis 
are critical tools in communicating the 
design and in reviewing proposals. 
These diagrams will help the design 
team demonstrate how the development 
responds to its context in a creative and 
considered manner.

Site plans should clearly show where the 
project is located within the wider precinct 
or city and the full extent of the site in 
relation to its immediate surrounds. It is not 

of a scheme without fully understanding 
the context in which it sits. The project 

presentation panels.

The site plan should give a clear indication 

open space and how people and vehicles 
move around and within the site. The site 
plan should also identify land within the 

realms. Aerial photographs and historic 

surrounding context.

2. Design iterations
It is important that the panel clearly 
understands the decision-making

design team has tested various ideas and
options and how the design solution has
evolved.

Design iterations and evidence of testing 

and models. It is critical that the reasoning 

across the presentation.

3. Form and massing
A form and massing study should illustrate

It is useful to see how the proposed

The extent of any overshadowing on 

through form and massing diagrams or 
physical models. 

4. Plans

a distance. Project teams should strive

spaces.

A clear sense of the orientation and 

the drawings, along with accurate and 
consistent north points. 





include project staging information.

5. Sections

alongside plans and elevations to give
the panel a clear sense of the spatial
characteristics and expression of the
proposal. Sections should also indicate

are accessed.

Site sections are useful for demonstrating 

6. Elevations
Elevations should illustrate external
form and expression as viewed from key 

Streetscape elevations should show 
the proposal in its context and give a 
clear sense of its materiality, mass and 
proportions.

7. Construction

demonstrated through typical details that
communicate the architectural expression.

Material selections should demonstrate 

construction method and maintenance 

It is also important to show how the 

8. Visualisations
Visualisations of the proposal, either
computer generated or hand-rendered,

relates to its surroundings.

Visualisations should convey the key 

immediate streetscape and long views. 
They should include people to give a clear 
sense of scale and proportion. 

Honest, accurate and consistent 
documentation and visualisations that 
relate to plans and sections are critical in 
communicating the design intent to the 

9. Landscape and the public realm
Projects that are well integrated with their
surroundings at ground level positively 

communities. The project team should
demonstrate how the proposal will impact

wider community.

Material information, construction details 

10. Sustainability

Presentations should demonstrate 

resource and energy consumption and 
evidence of stakeholder consultation 
throughout the design process. 



What to Expect 
on the Day



Date and Location 

Site Visit

Welcome

 Presentation

proponent and project team. The project

will then resume discussion.

6. Panel review and discussion
In general, the panel discussion is
structured around the following themes:

— 

to identify the major issues, to ensure 
progressive certainty for the proponent 

reference to the comments made at the 
previous Design Review session and 
associated recommendations letter. The 
Chair will ensure that any fundamental 
opinions or reservations raised in relation 

the proponent and project team leave 
views 

are expressed openly. If there are 

that the presenting team leaves 
with an accurate understanding of the 
issues discussed.





 Summary by the Chair

discussion views. This will inform the
recommendations letter.

 Opportunity for the proponent and 
project team to respond

invited
to respond to any issues raised. The
session will then conclude and the
presenting team will leave the room.

 Closed panel 
The panel will privately summarise and

clarifying points if needed,
for inclusion in

issue emerges.

8. Closed panel 

Session closes

7. Opportunity for design team to
respond to Review

5 min

6. Summary

5. Panel discussion

(panel to proponent and project team)

5 min

15 min

15 min

2. Welcome

2 min



The 
Recommendations 
Letter





Next Steps



After Design Review 

Desktop Review

additional project details following the 
resolution of major design issues through 
Design Review sessions. 

Desktop Reviews, typically with t
panel 

of time as a Design Review 
session. Th

The presentation material should 

The proponent has 15 minutes to present 
the scheme after which, the panel will 
discuss issues. The Chair will summarise 
the discussion and the proponent and 
design team will leave the room. The panel 
will then consolidate their comments and 

within ten (10) working days. 

Pre-lodgement Agreements 







The following documents provide 

odasa.sa.gov.au.



Photos by Sam Noonan and Sonya 
Carthy.

Although every care has been taken in 
preparing this report, no responsibility or 
liability will be accepted by ODASA, its 
employees, agents or advisors for its 
accuracy or completeness.
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